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luctantly admit that the average human being who is
his own schoolmaster generally has an ignoramus for
a pupil. It is not true that all the cleverness and
"smaitness," and picking up and self-educating in
the world, and reading at odd hours, and studying in
odd ways, will ever fully educate anybody. ABRAHAM
LINCOLN is a wonderful example of what perseverance
under difficulties may effect ABRAHAM LINCOLN was
a man of a million, and yet to the end of his days he
was always painfully conscious that he was an unedu-
cated man, as every clever but uneducated man must
be, unless vanity has fanly earned him away. He
had not brought himself into identity or easy relation
with the woild's culture, he could not understand or
feel without an effort the things which a really edu-
cated mind takes in or recalls naturally. My authority
for saying all this, which is so repugnant to popular
opinion, is that of one of the most distinguished men
of science whom America ever brought forth. He
was a college professor, entirely self-educated, and scf1
far as the results of study are concerned he was far
beyond ABRAHAM LINCOLN, yet he often said, " There
is not a day of my life in which I do not regret the
want of a regular education."

The basis of this popular error, this trust in the
efficacy of Penny Magazines and the superiority of
irregular haphazard self-culture, is the false belief so
very generally current that education, in the mam,
means only the acquisition of knowledge Even those
who disavow it really believe it and act up to it. They
are like idolaters, who in every climate glibly declare
that their idols are only symbols of an invisible God,
yet who do really adore the wooden or painted image